inalienable ¢ unalienable

Thomas Jefferson used the word inalienable in his rough draft
the final document John Adams changed the word to unalienable. Jetterson

had 1t right to begin thh inalienable derives from the French inali

and 1S more common in legal documents. Jefferson’s choice is another
iliarity with

example of the effect of his immense reading and close famil
Enlightenment philosophy; John Locke had written in the Second Treatise
of Government that obeying civil law “is a judgment that men cannot part

with according to the God of Nature. It 1s the first and foremost of our
* The inscription

, but for

enable,

inalienable rights without which we can preserve no other.

on the Jefferson Memorial remains true to Jefferson’s original draft.
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